Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 165618 
ORIGIN SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 R 

DRAFTED BY EA/VLC:JRJOHNSON:JY 
APPROVED BY EA:ROAKLEY 
EA/VLC:FZBROWN 
S/S-Q:SVALERGA 

092979 292021Z/61 

R 291913Z JUN 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 165618 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SHUM, MOPS, PDIP, EAID, LA, US 
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REF: STATE 161746, VIENTIANE 714 

1 . NEW LAO CHARGE KHAMTAN RATANAVONG PAID COURTESY CALL 
ON ASSISTANT SECRETARY HOLBROOKE AND DEPUTY SECRETARY 
OAKLEY JULY 28. FOLLOWING IS BRIEF SUMMARY OF SUBSTANCE 

OF CONVERSATION. MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION BEING POUCHED. 

2. HOLBROOKE WELCOMED APPOINTMENT OF SENIOR DIPLOMAT 
SUCH AS KHAMTAN TO WASHINGTON AND HOPED KAHMTAN'S TOUR 
HERE WOULD SEE MARKED IMPROVEMENT IN U.S.-LAO RELATIONS. 

3. FOOD AID. HOLBROOKE TOLD KHAMTAN FIRST 4000 TONS OF 
THE 10,000 TONS OF FOOD AID U.S. HAD PLEDGED TO PROVIDE 
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LAOSTHROUGH WFP SHOULD ARRIVE IN VIENTIANE IN AUGUST-- 
SEPTEMBER. HE REVIEWED FOR KHAMTAN ISSUES WE HAD HAD TO 
CONSIDER IN PROVIDING THIS AID AND EXTENSIVE SOUNDINGS WE 
HAD TAKEN IN CONGRESS ON THIS ISSUE. 

4. HOLBROOKE NOTED A MAJOR ISSUE WE HAD TO ADDRESS IN 
PROVIDING FOOD AID TO LAOS WAS QUESTION OF END-USE CHECKS. 
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CONGRESSMEN WE HAD CONSULTED HAD SHOWN PARTICULAR INTEREST 
IN SEEING THAT AMERICAN FOOD AID SHOULD GO TO NEEDY 
ORDINARY PEOPLE OF LAOS-NOT TO SOLDIERS, TO A SECURITY 
APPARATUS OR TO "OTHER COUNTRIES "-AND THAT THERE SHOULD 
BE GOOD END-USE CHECKS ON FOOD WE PROVIDED. KHAMTAN 
APPEARED TO TAKE THIS POINT. 

5. MIA'S. HOLBROOKE UNDERSCORED FOR KHAMTAN THAT. IN 
OUR CONSULTATIONS WITH CONGRESS ON FOOD AID FOR LAOS, 

MANY CONGRESSMEN, EVEN THOSE WHO WERE SYMPATHETIC TO 
LAOS, HAD EXPRESSED THEIR SERIOUS CONCERN ABOUT THE LACK 
OF ANY RESPONSE FROM THE LAO GOVERNMENT TO OUR REPEATED 
DEMARCHES ON THE MIA ISSUE. HOLBROOKE EMPHASIZED THAT IS 
AN ISSUE OF REAL DOMESTIC IMPORTANCE IN AMERICA-BOTH TO 
THE ADMINISTRATION AND TO THE CONGRESS AND PUBLIC. HE 
EXPLAINED PROGRESS ON THE MIA ISSUE WOULD BE MOST IMPORTANT 
SINGLE THING LAO COULD DO TO PROMOTE DEVELOPMENT OF 
U.S.-LAO RELATIONS. 

6. KHAMTAN REPLIED THAT IN HIS PREVIOUS JOB AS DIRECTOR 
OF PROTOCOL AT MFA IN VIENTIANE HE HAD NOT FOLLOWED MIA 
ISSUE CLOSELY. HE SAID HE KNEW, HOWEVER, THAT HIS 
GOVERNMENT WAS MAKING AN EFFORT TO FIND MIA REMAINS AND 
INFORMATION. OAKLEY POINTED OUT LAO MFA SECRETARY OF 
STATE NOUPHAN HAD TOLD HIM SAME THING A YEAR AGO AND WE 
HAD STILL SEEN NO RESULTS FROM THIS EFFORT. BROWN MADE 
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THE SAME OBSERVATION. HOLBROOKE AND OAKLEY REPEATED FOR 
KHAMTAN IMPORTANCE FOR PROGRESS IN U.S.-LAO RELATIONS OF 
OUR SEEING SOME RESULTS-EVEN PARTIAL INFORMATION ON FATE 
OF OUR MISSING MEN. 

7. KHAMTAN OFFICIALLY EXPRESSED HIS GOVERNMENT'S GRATITUDE 
FOR AMERICAN RESPONSE TO LAO APPEAL FOR FOOD AID AND 
NOTED THAT. WITH SHORTAGE STILL EXISTING. LAO WOULD BE 
GRATEFUL FOR ANYTHING MORE WE COULD DO IN THIS REGARD. 

8. HOLBROOKE RESPONDED ALONG LINES OF STATE 135955: 

THAT IT WAS NOT IMPOSSIBLE THAT THE UNITED STATES MIGHT 
GIVE MORE FOOD ASSISTANCE LATER, BUT THIS WOULD DEPEND 
ON HOW WELL OUR FIRST ASSISTANCE WAS USED, INCLUDING 
CHECKS ON END-USE; ON AN EVALUATION OF THE NEED IN LAOS; 

AND ON OVERALL DEVELOPMENT OF U.S.-LAO RELATIONS. 

9. HOLBROOKE CONCLUDED MEETING BY EXPRESSING AGAIN HIS 
PERSONAL WELCOME TO KHAMTAN AND HIS OFFER OF ANY ASSIST- 
ANCE EA BUREAU CAN PROVIDE TO MAKE HIS MISSION A SUCCESS 
AND TO CLEAR UP MISUNDERSTANDINGS IN U.S.-LAO RELATIONS. 

VANCE 
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